
A tale of two parades

Sitting around one sum-
mer night in June 1994,
Sherry and Ken Cor-
day, Markie and
Michael Ross and Silvia
and Rick Baker thought
it would be fun to march
around the neighborhood
playing drums with their
daughters riding decorated
wagons and bicycles. They
posted signs on corners and
hoped the neighborhood would
show up, and that they did!
“We were thrilled the year the
Bob Hope family requested
we play the trumpets in front
of  his house,” they recalled.
He loved it, as we all do con-
tinuing our patriotic tradition

each 4th of July. 
Now over 20 years later, this

Toluca Lake tradition carries on,
much in the same manner as its
rudimentary beginnings. The
neighborhood comes together,
with children decorating their
bikes, skateboards and razors,
with a multitude of flags and a sea
of Red, White and Blue! This pa-
rade is rather unique in that there
is virtually no one watching as ev-
eryone is participating in the pa-
rade. Any stragglers who happen
to be walking in the area in-
evitably join in! 

Just north of Camarillo on Ar-
cola, a very similar parade occurs
around an hour prior, also mired in
tradition. This parade was started
15 years ago by Jon and Wendy
Hauptman, and begins with a
bake sale where all proceeds ben-
efit the Ronald McDonald House,
Los Angeles. “This was a charity
near and dear to us,” explained
Wendy, with several thousands of
dollars raised for the charity since
inception.  Next, Rob Benavides,
Senior Lead Officer of the LAPD,

led the group in the Pledge of Alle-
giance, and off to the parade! Pa-
triotic music could be heard blar-
ing from two Lawn Boy mowers as
part of the procession. The Grand
Marshalls could be seen being
towed in their boat, followed by a
mass of kids on decorated bikes,
lots of dogs in their patriotic out-

fits, flanked by a fire truck from
Fire Station 86.  

In a rapidly changing world,
sometimes it is comforting to know
that some things don’t change!

Steve Hampar is a 20+ year res-
ident of Toluca Lake and helped
create the Toluca Lake Neighbor-

hood Watch. He is past President of
the Toluca Lake Chamber and cur-
rently serves as Vice President of
the Toluca Lake Homeowners Asso-
ciation. He is also Broker/Owner of
Hampar Properties real estate bro-
kerage. Contact him with newswor-
thy tips relating to Toluca Lake
at steve@hamparproperties.com.
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Everything Toluca Lake
By STEVE HAMPAR

Pre-parade gathering in front of the home of Jon and Wendy Hauptman.

Robyn Allyn and Old Glory lead the Toluca Lake 4th of July Parade.
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